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Welcome to Art/Music/Theater 200x 
Aesthetic Appreciation!
This class should provide you a great learning experience as well as enjoyment. Most students really 
enjoy deepening their appreciation of the arts, as well as strengthening their cultural literacy. Students 
will also have the opportunity to exercise their critical thinking skills as a result of their involvement 
with the course content. In addition, you will be further developing your writing skills in this class.

This syllabus is set up to help you move through the assigned work lesson by lesson. Of, course if 
there are any questions you have, you may inquire in writing on the cover sheet provided by the 
Center for Distance Education, or use email or FAX. The Center for Distance Education’s email and 
fax numbers are on the title page. For your instructor’s email contact:  l.kljaich@uaf.edu

Required Materials
Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the 
Humanities, Volume II, third edition by Janetta 
Rebold Benton and Robert DiYanni, 2005, Prentice 
Hall, Inc.

Music: An Appreciation, 4 set CD 
5th Brief Edition, Kamien 
Auxiliary Materials

Music: An Appreciation – ChartPlayer software (for 
more information, or to download your copy, visit 
www.mhhe.com/kamien/software)

Course Description
This course provides students guided experiences in 
analysis and appreciation of art, music, architecture, 
drama, literature and philosophy. Students will 
learn to craft well rounded opinion statements 
about the arts which include a critical analysis 
demonstrating an understanding of how various 
artistic techniques are accomplished, and expressing 
an understanding of how the arts are related to their 
cultural and historical context as well as each other. 

Introduction

Course Objectives
This course provides students the 
opportunity to analyze and enrich their 
knowledge of the works of great painters, 
writers, composers and architects of 
Western Civilization as well as China, 
Japan, Africa and Latin America and place 
them within an historical context.

This course helps students to acquire a 
vocabulary appropriate for expressing an 
educated opinion in writing about these 
works.

This course encourages students to expand 
their understanding of the arts and to 
write confidently about works in formal 
essays as well as short, informal writings.

This course provides students the 
opportunity to connect important political, 
religious and scientific evolution with the 
arts, building a richer cultural literacy. 
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Submitting Lessons
If you have a good internet connection, and 
feel comfortable with email, please consider 
submitting your lessons via email. Electronic 
lessons are preferred for this course over 
hardcopy lessons. You may submit your email 
lessons to: l.kljaich@uaf.edu

You may submit your lesson as an attachment, or 
in the body of your email. Your subject heading 
should state that you are sending a lesson. Make 
sure your email includes your name.

After you submit your lesson by email, you need 
to send another email to ralesson@uaf.edu, That 
email should state your course number and 
section, and include the lesson number that you 
sent, and that your instructor is Lisa Kljaich. 
See the policy statement for lessons received by 
email on page ix of the introduction.

Lastly, please make sure that you title your lesson 
with your name, course number and section, and 
identify which lesson you are submitting.

Tips for doing quality work 
in Art/Music/Theatre 200x
Here are some hints that will help you in doing 
quality work for the written assignments:

Answer the essay questions fully. Many of 1.	
the essay questions have multiple parts in order 
to fully relate the arts to the political/social/
religious temperament of the time period in 
which they were created

State things in your own words. Many times 2.	
students will simply write down what is in the 
textbook without quotations. That is plagiarism. 
Don’t do it, it will cost you points and respect. 
Educational research suggests that students will 
make more connections to the material if they apply 
their own critical thinking to summarize information. 
That’s why you have to write essays for this class. 

Plagiarism is a serious problem that is being 3.	
addressed by instructors at both the high 
school and college level. Make sure that you 
are not guilty of this inappropriate conduct. 
Students have failed the course and or been 
given zeros for lessons for this form of academic 
dishonesty. If you are unclear as to how to avoid 
this problem, please consult this internet site. 
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.
html#plagiarized . I also recommend that when 
in doubt quote and cite. You can also consult the 
internet for proper citation of internet material. 
The Writing Center http://www.alaska.edu/
english/studentresources/writing/ can help you 
with the citation for material.

If you are not sure how to approach a question4.	 , 
or would like clarification, you can email 
questions to your instructor at l.kljaich@uaf.edu.

If you find that you are having trouble 5.	
processing all the reading, use the internet and 
video resources that are listed for each lesson in 
the Course Documents. Many of the sites on the 
internet provide a nice summary of what has been 
presented in the text. They can also help you fill 
in the background information for the works you 
have chosen for your opinion essays. The Art of 
the Western World and the Sister Wendy videos are 
available on campus and at the public library in 
Fairbanks. I highly recommend that you watch at 
least one from both series. They are invaluable for 
helping you to make the connections between the 
art work and the time period. 

Use the study outlines for the Renaissance, 6.	
Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Modern era. 
Research shows that students retain information 
much better if they take notes. Guided notes are 
shown to be more effective than unstructured 
note taking.

Edit your work. Use the writing process of 7.	
write, edit, rewrite and publish. It really helps 
if you read your essays aloud to someone. 
Unedited work may be penalized, depending on 
the severity.
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Students often seem dismayed when they 8.	
don’t receive the full amount of points for their 
essay questions. Grades for the entire lesson 
are calculated at the bottom of your instructor’s 
comments. If you are doing A and B work don’t be 
too concerned about losing 3 points on one essay.

Mid-Term and Final Exam
Mid-Term Exam
Requirements 
1.	 After you have finished Lesson 5 you need to 
take your mid-term exam. 

2.	 The mid-term is proctored. This means you 
will have to take the test through an institution. 
If you live in Fairbanks you may take your final 
during normal business hours at the Center for 
Distance Education – 2175 University Ave S. 

3.	 If you live outside of Fairbanks, or cannot take 
a final during normal business hours during the 
work week, you will need to make arrangements 
for a proctor to administer your final for you. Forms 
for setting up a proctor for the final are available at: 
https://distance.uaf.edu/Forms/exam.html

Final Exam
Requirements 
1.	  After you have finished Lesson 15 you need to 
take your final exam. 

2.	 The final is also proctored. Just like the mid-
term, you will need to take the test through an 
institution. See the requirements above for the 
mid-term.

What to expect and how to study 
The mid-term and final will consist of 20 multiple 
choice questions worth 2 points each and three 
essay questions worth 20 points each. Both 
exams are “closed book.” You will not be able to 
use your text or any study materials when you 
take the exam. 

The Mid-term will cover material in Lesson 1-5. 
The Final will be comprehensive and will cover 
material in Lessons 1-7 as well as 10-12.

To study for the multiple choice questions you 
should carefully study all your completed 
assignments, including the essay questions. 

The essay questions on the final will ask you to 
make specific comparisons of the characteristics 
of works of art, music and literature/drama from 
different time periods. You will need to cite 
specific works as well as the names of the artists, 
composers or writers who created these works. 
You will also need to include in your essays a 
discussion of how religion, politics or science 
influenced the pieces in your topic. To study 
for the essay questions use your study outlines 
for the Renaissance, Baroque, Neoclassical and 
Rococo, Romantic and Modern eras. You should 
be very familiar with your outlines. Your Final 
Project will also help you prepare for the essay 
questions in the final exam. Make sure you 
reread your final project and can remember the 
artists, composers, writers and their works that 
you cited in your essay. 

You will be given three hours to complete the 
exam. Plan on taking at least two hours to 
complete the exam. You must pass the final in 
order to pass the course. You must score 61% or 
better on the final in order to complete the course. 
If you are unsuccessful in passing the final 
on the first attempt you will be given another 
opportunity to pass the final. 
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Year-based Grading System
Year long students have the option of extending 
an extra six months, no incompletes will be issued. 
Any student who has not completed one-half of 
the course (including exams) at the end of the one 
year period, will receive a grade determined on a 
case by case basis. Failure to complete the course, 
usually results in a failing grade. 

If 50% of the coursework (lessons 1-7 and the 
mid-term) have been submitted, and the student 
submits the extension request and appropriate 
fee, an extension of six months will be granted. 
At the end of the six months, if the course has 
not been completed and the student has not 
requested a second extension, a grade will be 
determined on a case by case basis.

If at least 75% (lessons 1-10 and the mid-term) 
of the course work has been handed in, and the 
student submits the second extension request 
and appropriate fee, an extension of three 
months will be granted. At the end of the three 
months, if the course still is not complete, a 
grade will be determined on a case by case basis.

Semester-based Grading System
If less than the entire course (including exams) 
has been submitted by the work completed date, 
then a grade will be determined on a case by case 
basis. Failure to complete the course, and pass 

the final exam, usually results in a failing grade.

No INCOMPLETE grades will be issued unless 
1) half of the course (lessons 1-7 and the mid-
term have been submitted with a passing grade 
by the end of the work completion date, AND 2) 
the students has had an emergency situation arise 
that has prevented the student from finishing the 
course.

If an INCOMPLETE is given, the instructor 
reserves the right to decide how long the student 
will be given to complete the course. This will 
be decided on an individual basis. A year is the 
maximum time allowed for a course, and is rarely 
given for this course. If the course has not been 
completed by the date specified by the instructor, 
a grade will be determined on a case by case basis.  
Note, a letter grade of A-F must be assigned.

Important Deadlines for Semester Students!!

There are penalties for not keeping up with the 
course. You can request a calendar from your 
instructor which outlines these deadlines for the 
current semester. 

You have to have at least three (3) lessons 
completed by 8th Wednesday of the semester, or 
you may find that your instructor has withdrawn 
you from the course.

Grading Policy
Lessons - 60%

Mid-term: 10%

Final Project (lesson 15): 10%

Final Exam (comprehensive): 20%  
You must earn at least 61% on your final exam to pass the course.

A	 =	 93 - 100% 
A-	=	 91 - 92% 
B+	=	 87 - 90% 
B	 =	 83 - 86% 
B-	=	 81 - 82% 
C+=	 77 - 80% 
C	 =	 73 - 76% 
C-	=	 71 - 72% 
D	 =	 61 - 70% 
F	 =	 60% or below
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Lesson Limits
Due to the high volume of students and lessons, 
no more than two (2) lessons may be submitted in 
a 7 day period without the written consent of the 
instructor. If more lesson are submitted during a 
week without permission, the instructor reserves 
the right to return the lessons ungraded, or 
penalize the assignment with a deduction of 20%. 

Typing Skills Required
Good typing skills are required for this class. 
Computer skills are preferred and highly 
recommended, especially for your rewrites.

ALL ASSIGNMENTS SUBMITTED FOR A 
GRADE MUST BE TYPED

Formatting Written 
Assignments
All Assignments Must be Submitted with 
Academic Care 
Make sure you use an easy to read font and 
clear formatting for all your assignments. All 
assignments must be edited before submission 
for typos, spelling errors, grammar and overall 
appearance. Opinions and commentary should 
be expressed in a formal register. Slang such 
as “cool” and “dude” is not appropriate for an 
academic setting. You may be penalized up to 
10 points on a lesson for sloppy editing at the 
instructor’s discretion.

Staple all Assignments 
Do not use paper clips. Any lesson submitted to 
the Center for Distance Education must be stapled 
together along with a lesson cover page to insure 
that your entire lesson is routed to your instructor. 
Submitting lesson by email is preferred over hard 
copy lessons. No cover sheet is required for email 
lessons. See page ix for instructions.

No Plastic Binders 
Please do NOT submit assignments enclosed in a 
plastic binder or any kind of cover.

The Cover Page 
ALL assignments sent or delivered to the Center 
for Distance Education must come with a lesson 
cover page supplied by the Center for Distance 
Education that is clearly labeled. Emailed lesson 
do not need a cover page.

PLEASE BE SURE TO PUT YOUR TELEPHONE, 
E-MAIL, ADDRESS AND FAX NUMBER (if 
available) ON THE COVER PAGE IN CASE 
YOUR INSTRUCTOR NEEDS TO CONTACT 
YOU QUICKLY ABOUT AN ASSIGNMENT

Keep a Copy of Your Papers, Back-up Your 
Computer

Before handing your assignments in, keep a copy for 
yourself. This will protect you if your assignment is 
lost in the mail or cyberspace. You should also back 
up your work on the computer to insure that important 
coursework isn’t lost. Of course, when your assignment 
is faxed in, you automatically have a copy for yourself. 

Emailing Lessons 
Emailing your lessons directly to your instructor 
is highly encouraged for this course. It is 
recommended that you first compose the lesson 
with a word processing application and then 
attach your lesson to an email, or paste the 
lesson into the body of an email. Your subject 
line should indicate which lesson is being sent. 
Additionally, if your email does not indicate 
your name in the address line, then include 
your name in the subject line. Make sure that 
your assignment includes your name, lesson 
number and course title. It is also important 
that you send an email to ralesson@uaf.edu 
as per the instruction on page ix. If you have 
questions regarding this process, please contact 
your instructor via email, or call the Center for 
Distance Education at 907.479.3444. 
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A Guide to the Short 
Answer Questions
The short answer questions need to be at least 2 
complete sentences, written in your own words.

Example Question:

What is explored in Tolstoy’s War and Peace?

Sample Answers:

1.	 History. This answer would get 1 out of 4 points. 
The main idea was presented, but it was not a 
complete sentence, and no details are provided.

2.	 The nature of history is explored. This answer 
is better, but it doesn’t stand by itself without the 
question. It is also short on detail. This answer would 
receive 2 out of 4 points.

3.	 Set in the Napoleonic age, War and Peace 
explores the nature of history and the role that 
great men play in shaping the development of 
historical events. While this answer has detail, and 
stands alone without the question, it is almost exactly 
what the text states. This form of paraphrasing isn’t 
very helpful for students to reinforce information and 
isn’t academically honest. This answer would receive 
2 out of 4 points.

4.	 Tolstoy’s War and Peace is a novel which explores 
the nature of history. The setting is the Napoleonic 
Age and examines the role that men of importance 
have upon historical events. Additionally the novel 
explores the Russian state, nature vs. civilization, 
and marriage, while following the lives of several 
Russian families. Here we have an answer that isn’t 
directly copied from the book. It stands alone without 
the question and it has a few details. This answer would 
receive 4 out of 4 points.

Sample Opinion Essay
Dance of the Reed Pipes from the Nutcracker Suite 
by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky is immediately 
appealing because it is so familiar. I have an 
emotional connection to this work because my 
first encounter with this piece was during the 
Christmas season when I was a child. I connect 
fond memories of good food and gaily decorated 
houses with this piece. Crisp cold, and lightly 
falling snow contrasted by a warm, loving 
family are the images conjured by this short and 
delicate composition. 

Overall this orchestral work is performed at a 
very soft dynamic level and the notes are very 
short. However, the opening melody is not played 
by a full orchestra, only woodwinds present 
the opening melody with the strings playing 
a delicate accompaniment in the background. 
Short flourishes of notes are thrown in, giving 
the melody a buoyant, carefree feeling. There is a 
contrasting B theme, it too is not performed by the 
entire orchestra, but rather the brass instruments 
and cymbal. When the B theme is repeated, the 
strings take over the melody, while still retaining 
the soft, light feeling of this piece. Then the 
opening melody returns, bringing the listener 
back to familiar ground, so to speak.

Tchaikovsky is perhaps the most famous 
Russian composer during the Romantic era. He 
considered himself a Russian composer, and 
he felt that his compositions relied heavily on 
his Russian traditions. Music that reflected 
traditional folk music from specific nationalities 
was an important trend during this era. He 
is known for his ballet scores, operas and six 
symphonies. It is hard to imagine, when listening 
to the Dance of the Reed Pipes that he was a 
deeply troubled man who suffered a turbulent 
emotional life. (Kamien, 253) 

Kamien, Roger: Music: An Appreciation, fourth 
brief edition. McGraw Hill, Boston, Ma. 
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Good start – Title of the piece is clearly stated •	
and set apart from the rest of the text by italics. 
The name of the composer is given and spelled 
correctly.

Reason for liking this piece included, without •	
resorting to implied phrases, such as “I liked this 
piece because…”

More than one musical element is discussed. In •	
this case timbre (sounds of instruments), melody, 
dynamics, and form are included in this essay. 

Short biographical information is included •	
and the composer’s contribution to the era in 
which he lived is noted. Take note, however: 
it is the listeners reaction to the work and the 
technical analysis of the work that forms the 
majority of this essay, not the biographical 
section. 

This essay includes information that is not •	
found in the text. This can add a nice touch. The 
information is properly cited. 

This essay has been edited. There are no •	
spelling errors or sentence fragments, and it 
is free of distracting writing errors. It is well 
organized and easy to read.
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Welcome to 
Independent Learning! 
Planning Schedule
First, enter today’s date at the top of the schedule (the Planning Schedule is located on the back of this page).

Second, if you have a certain deadline you must meet for course completion, put it at the bottom of 
the schedule. Otherwise, set a planned date for completion. If you are a graduating senior, check with 
your counselor to find out the date all grades are due.

Third, opposite “final exam” enter a date at least two weeks before your planned date of course 
completion. If you are a graduating senior, plan to take the final exam at least one month before 
graduation.

Fourth, enter planned dates for submitting each written assignment. Try to pace yourself. Unless 
otherwise specified by your instructor, up to two lessons per week should be submitted. (You might 
want to enter your plan in pencil, so it can be revised if necessary.)

If you are a graduating senior or have any other personal deadlines, it is imperative that you write 
to your instructor on your first lesson and inform him/her of your needs. Although the staff and 
faculty will do everything possible to help you, a lack of planning on your part does not constitute an 
emergency for the staff and faculty! Please plan ahead!

YEAR-LONG: Remember, we assume you will take up to a year to finish this course. At a bare 
minimum, it should take three months to complete a course. Instructor permission (in writing) must 
be obtained to finish in an accelerated time frame. 

SEMESTER-BASED: If you are a semester-based student, follow the semester time requirements 
provided with your book purchase. Remember lessons cannot be accepted if turned in all (or several) 
at once.
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Planning Schedule
START	 I began this course on _________________________ .

				    Date to		  Actual		  Date 	 
				    Submit		  Date S ent	Received	 Grade

Lesson	 1	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 2	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 3	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 4	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 5	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Exam	 1	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 6	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 7	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 8	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 9	 _________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 10	_________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 11	_________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 12	_________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 13	_________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 14	_________	_________	_________	_________

Lesson	 15	_________	_________	_________	_________

Final Project	 _________	_________	 _________	_________

DEADLINE		  Grade must be received by _________________ .
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Personal Information Sheet
The following information will help your instructor make this educational experience more 
meaningful for you. Please include this completed form with your first lesson.

Name:

Address:

E-mail:	

Purpose of your Enrollment:	

FORMER EDUCATION

High School:	

College:

Other:

Occupation:

Comments: Use this space and back of this page to introduce yourself to the instructor. S/he will be 
interested in anything you have to say about yourself. Thank you.




